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At an Aug. 27 meeting in Los Angeles, contra leaders reportedly requested that President Reagan
seek congressional approval for renewed military and non-lethal aid, but to hold the military aid
in escrow unless the Nicaraguan government fails to comply with terms of the Aug. 7 peace plan.
Under the contra request, the non-lethal aid would be distributed immediately after Sept. 30, when
the current authorization to aid the contras expires. Contra leader Alfredo Cesar said at a news
conference after the 40-min. meeting with the Reagan that the non-military aid would be used
"for food for the Nicaraguan people, and to help the contras reintegrate into Nicaraguan society
unless dictator Ortega does not comply with the peace plan." The contras said that no specific sums
of money were discussed. White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater said the administration
viewed the contra leaders' proposal as "a constructive forthcoming approach that, in general,
we can support," although formal endorsement could not come until "we have studied technical
details." As the meeting with the contra leaders began, it was opened briefly to reporters, and
during that time Reagan told the contras he would not request renewed aid before the Sept. 30
expiration date. He added: "We have not decided on the format of our next funding request, but we
intend to see that you have adequate funding until a cease-fire is in place and a verifiable process
of democratization is under way." Reagan then met privately with the contra leaders. Cesar said the
plan was the contras' own, not Washington's. The contra leaders, however, have almost never made
public a significant proposal that had not first been cleared with the administration. The question
of what to do about the contras while the Central American nations negotiate a peace plan has
caused the White House considerable trouble since its signing Aug. 7 by the five Central American
presidents. The White House caught between a need to seem supportive of the peace process while
not appearing to abandon the contras has made conflicting statements about whether it intends
to request new aid. The president's meeting with the contras was, in part, intended to show the
contras and Reagan's conservative critics in the US that he had not abandoned the contras. The
contra leaders Cesar, Adolfo Calero, Alfonso Robelo, Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Aristedes Sanchez
and Azucena Ferrey were accompanied by their military commander, Enrique Bermudez, who gave
the president a report on the rebels' military status. At the news conference, Bermudez said 12,000
contras are now active, fighting inside northern and north-central Nicaragua. That is more than at
any time during the six years of fighting. "We have now increased the pressure on the Sandinistas,"
he said. "One of the reasons they sat at the table is because of the pressure we have put on them."
Earlier in the day, in the hotel in which the meeting took place, contra aid opponents had arranged a
news conference featuring, among others, Edgar Chamorro, who was a member of an earlier contra
directorate until he resigned in Nov. 1984. He called the contras brutal and ineffective, adding,
"They have nothing to be proud of. They murder civilians, lie, commit crimes." Chamorro was
the contra leader who collaborated with a CIA operative three years ago to write a manual for the
contras that advocated assassinating Sandinista officials an idea Chamorro said he did not endorse.
During the furor over public disclosure of the manual in 1984, Chamorro, while still a contra leader,
disclosed that the contras as a matter of policy had used kidnapping as a recruiting technique, and
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that they had brutalized and murdered civilians and executed Sandinista prisoners in the field.
(Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 08/28/87)
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